This circumstance, forcing specialization on the part of a librarian, paves the way for departmentalization, professionalism of the "specialty" kind, and the fragmentation of the older concept of the "whole" librarian.
The "whole" librarian may be going the way of the general practitioner in medicine.
This is not to be deplored in itself, anymore than the trend toward the general That is not to say that one is absolutely better than the other. The world and librarianship, too, need both. But it then becomes one of the problems facing us to arrange things so that both can be accommodated in the amounts needed, and that the whole recruiting and training of librarians become acutely aware of this. The problem deserves our earnest attention.
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